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TextGrid: History

• Phase I: TextGrid – Community Platform ‐ 2006‐2009
• Phase II: TextGrid – Virtual Research Environment ‐ 2009‐

2012
• Collaborative project: 10 academic and commercial 

partners: State and University Library Göttingen (project 
leader), Universities Kaiserslautern, München, Paderborn, 
Trier (now: Darmstadt), Würzburg, University of applied 
sciences Worms, Max Planck Digital Library, German 
Language Institute Mannheim (IDS), Daasi International 
GmbH

• Part of the D‐Grid‐Initiative of the Federal Ministery of 
Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung
und Forschung, BMBF)

• www.textgrid.de
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TextGrid: Concept and Philosophy 2004

• Collaboration and cooperation between humanities 
scholars , computer scientists and  librarians

• Integrative and “on an equal footing”
• Starting point

 Lack of web based open source tools for digital editions and other 
digital materials that support the whole workflow of research 
processes

 Central catalogue of and access to resources (primary data, 
research data, secondary data, tools)

• To foster the “digital turn” in the arts and humanities
• Possibilities of using advanced technology in the arts and 

humanities 
• Sustainability
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• Building a virtual research environment (VRE), especially
for digital editions and digital lexicography

• Core humanities disciplines (phase 2)
 Scholarly editions , German language and literature, 

musicology, (corpus‐ and computer‐)linguistics, 
medieval latin, editing glosses, history of arts

 New user communities joining: judaic studies, history
of sciences, archaeology, philosophy

TextGrid: Aims
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TextGrid: Tasks

• Collaborative methods and infrastructures
• Virtual research environment
 TextGridLab(oratory): tools and services
 TextGridRep(ository): long term preservation of

(primary) research data
• Basic (generic) services
 authentication, user control , versioning , ...

• Specific (expert) tools and resources
 XML editor, dictionary grid, text image linking tool, … 

• Community building, research strategies and politics,  
funding agencies

• Cooperation with other grid‐communities, mostly
sciences (astrophysics, medicine, high energy physics, …)
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User oriented concepts and user needs

• Use Cases of the research process as a whole: 
organisation of work, workflow, communication , tools, 
access of data and resources, standards, representation of
interest and politics

• Concrete use cases, concrete project workflows 
• Asking about user needs
• Interviews with experts and dialogue with expert users
• Research project (PhD) about this user oriented

governance processes (Michael Bender, supervisor: 
Claudine Moulin)



Usability

• Complexity – Usability
• Intuitive environment and tools,  easy to learn
• Over all „philosophy“ and concept of „design“   
• XML for „beginners“ 
• XML editor offers different perspectives (outline, 

sourcecode, WYSIWYM), help
• User oriented workshops, lessons, tutorials, demos, 

sandboxes
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TextGrid: Architecture
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TextGridLab(oratory) – generic tools

• Toolbox for collaborative research  
‐ authentication
‐ project and user management
‐ navigator
‐ data import and export
‐ versioning
‐ search tools
‐ webservice interface  (REST and SOAP)
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TextGridLab – specific tools

• TextGridLab
‐ interactive tools ‐ (eclipse based) 

• XML editor
• text image linking tool 
• aggregation tool (building corpora)
• metadata editor

‐ streaming tools (web service based)
• collating tool (together with EU interedition group) 
• lemmatizer
• sorting tool 
• dictionary search tool, dictionary grid  
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Searching in different resources (projects) 

• Standards: TEI ‐ Guidelines
• Each edition (project) has specific markup
• Searching all TextGrid documents?
 Concept of baseline encoding
 Text type oriented (drama, romance, verse, 
dictionary …) 

 Mapping of specific sophisticated project markup
to flat baseline encoding

 Adaptor development (e.g. XSLT scripts) 
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Integration of external web services

• Openness of infrastructure: interfaces (like REST and
SOAP) allow integration of a wide range of (external) web 
services

• Proof of concept with
 Trier dictionary grid
 TUSTEP Routines (philological expert software

package)
• Under construction
 OCR service for gothic type (Th. Breuel, TU 

Kaiserslautern, part of TextGrid)
 XML print service for scientific editions and

dictionaries (C. Moulin, Th. Burch (Trier), A. Rapp (TU 
Darmstadt), M.‐W. Küster (FH Worms), TextGrid Spin‐
off)16. März 2011 39



Roadmap TextGrid 1.0

• 15th february 2011 feature freeze: start of open user tests
• 1st june 2011: release of TextGrid version 1.0 
• 12th‐13th july 2011 TextGrid days 2011: release party,  

workshops and tutorials
• Automn 2011: TextGrid as legal entity
• January 2012: integration of WissGrid service framework – long

term preservation of primary research data
• Spring 2012: TextGrid version 2.0 
• May 2012: end of project – community based developement as

legal entity
 TextGrid as VRE in research centers, (long term) projects (e.g. 

academy of science),  curation and developement
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Research and Developement Perspectives

• Development of expert services
• Scientific content (cultural heritage): production, 

storage and access
• New research questions and research methods in the

arts and humanities
• Change of scientific research methods and workflows
• Change of scientific culture(s)  
• Community building
• Questions:  Who is the owner of the data? How can

we build trusted environments? Who decides about
finance for which infrastructure?  …
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TextGridLab Beta, Demos, 1.0

• Download Betaversion
www.textgrid.de/beta.html

• Download Video Demo
www.textgrid.de/beta/video-demo.html

• TextGrid Days: 
12.-13.7.2011 in Göttingen
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